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 The Arizona Quality Alliance (AQA) is forwarding this email from the Public Policy Advisory Council of the American Society for Quality (ASQ)..
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Dear Baldrige Supporter:

July 2011 Update: There has been a major new development regarding federal funding for the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program. The Budget Committee and Appropriations Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives have voted to eliminate all federal funding for the Baldrige program for the fiscal year 2012. The budget must still be reviewed by other committees before going through the full House and Senate approval process which should be completed by October 1, the official beginning of fiscal year 2012. 
It is now more critical than ever for Members of Congress to hear from you about funding this vital program.

One way to support the program is to write a letter to your Members of Congress who will vote on this new proposal. You can also write to U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Gary Locke.
Below are links to sample letters. We have provided a format but don't hesitate to add a paragraph and personalize it so your letter stands out. Please add whatever personal information you can to communicate your positive experience with the Baldrige Program.

Write to your Members of Congress

Write to U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Gary Locke

To learn more how this vital program impacts businesses and the economy, please take a minute to watch this video.

PPAC:This is an initiative of ASQ’s Public Policy Advisory Council (PPAC). PPAC identifies national issues for potential ASQ involvement. It then examines the issues with input from various subject matter experts both inside and outside of ASQ, and makes recommendations to ASQ’s Office of the President for taking specific action.
Status of Baldrige Program: To recap the recent developments regarding federal funding for Baldrige: last fall, the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform suggested eliminating the Baldrige Program entirely to reduce our nation’s deficit. The commission did not have the votes to report out their list of suggestions to reduce the deficit, but because the Baldrige Program was on that list, both President Obama and the U.S. Congress have targeted it for funding cuts in the fiscal year 2012.

The president reduced the funding for the Baldrige Program by $2.2 million in his 2012 budget recommendation to Congress. The U.S. House Budget committee released its own 2012 budget, cutting federal funding Baldrige Program entirely. We will continue to work to encourage Congress to fund the Baldrige Program by writing to those members who control the purse strings and to any other members we can reach through your efforts, including U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Gary Locke.

Again, we appreciate your commitment in this matter and will keep you informed every step of the way of the progress we are making with your assistance.  Letter writing has worked well in the past as the Baldrige Program has evolved and expanded. We expect with your support that we will be successful again.

Thanks for your involvement in such a unique and deserving program.

David Spong,                                Paul Borawski,

ASQ Past-Chair                               ASQ CEO
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