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Will Baldrige funding be cut??


	 

	 

	Noting that it “proposed an unprecedented number of program terminations, reductions and other savings for fiscal year 2012,” the House Appropriations Committee stated its budget bill “does not include funding for . . . . the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program . . . .” (page 20, bottom).
 
Although the House Appropriations Committee is not the final word on Baldrige funding, the climate of fiscal austerity in Congress may make it unlikely efforts to restore the funding is possible before October 1, 2011 for the next fiscal year.

 

Baldrige - What lies ahead?

A likely transfer to the U.S. private sector?

 

In other countries (e.g., Canada, Australia, European Union, etc.), the national quality award is almost always administered by a nonprofit entity. The U.S. Baldrige program is ideally positioned to morph into a similar nonprofit entity beyond the whims of federal funding.
 [image: image1.png]



Three existing U.S. nonprofit organizations are aligned with Baldrige and likely to collaborate to ensure the continued operation of the Baldrige program:
 

1) The Baldrige Foundation has an estimated $19M endowment (2010 IRS Form 990, Line 22) and annually donates hundreds of thousands of dollars to NIST for Baldrige.
 

2) The Alliance for Performance Excellence is an association of most state-based U.S. award programs.  It has more than 1250  trained examiners who apply the Baldrige criteria.
 

3) The American Society for Quality (ASQ) has acted as administrator for many past Baldrige activities and may continue in that role.
 
Although nothing is final,  the outlook is mostly positive.  Whatever happens is unlikely to be shackled by federal government bureaucracy.  Thus, going forward, Baldrige will be able to adjust much more quickly to changes in market requirements. 

Taken from Baldrige Briefs by Shaw Resources, August 12, 2011


	


